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as the parsonage were purchased. The first
service in the new St. Christopher's Church
was held on Christmas Eve, 1953. It was
quite a Christmas present.

S1. Christopher's continued to grow. Initia­
tives such as hosting the Hungry Ear Coffee
House provided an outlet for teens during
the folk scares of the sixties and seventies.
More significant for many in the community
was the establishment of the Cooperative
Day Nursely. Originally occupying the old
Linthicum Train Station, this effort has
benefited many 3 and 4 year aids in the
community. One highlight of the commu­
nity parade this September was seeing the
group of nursery school alumni march past.

In 1973, the Diocese granted independent
status to St. Christopher's. In the 1970's,

Inside the church today.
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Sarah Louise Linthicum Moore made a gift
of her home, High Gables, and property to
the church. Located on Sweetser Road be­
hind Turkey Hill, High Gables was an im~

pressive Victorian home. After Mrs.
Moore's death in 1976, plans were begun
for the new church, the Church on the Hill
as it was called. Mrs. Moore's sister, Elea­
nor Linthicum Woodruff, donated money
for the new church. The cornerstone was
laid on September 12, 1982. A month prior
to this, the Vestry approved the sale of the
Old Stone Church to the Chesapeake Baptist
Church. The Baptists had been meeting in
the Brooklyn Park High School. The plice
recorded at settlement was $90,000.00. The
tenns included a dual occupancy of the Old
Stone Church until the Church on the Hill
was completed. In March of 1983, the new
S1. Christopher's Church was completed and

on March 23, the building was
dedicated.

The Chesapeake Baptist Church
remained in the Old Stone
Church for a relatively short
span. In 1993 it was sold to the
Full Gospel Mission Church,
which was a Korean Church.

In 1997, the building was pur­
chased by the Holy Cross Antio­
chian Orthodox Church. This
active congregation celebrates
the Orthodox Christian faith. The
church began in 1993 in the
Catonsville area with just six
families. The church currently
has over 150 parishioners. Most
of the members came fro111 some
flavor of Christian Orthodoxy.
Services are held in English but
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Holy Cross Antiochian Orthodox Church

preserve the values, character and faith
found in the Orthodox Church. Because the
congregation generally stands through the
service, there are no pews. There are chairs
for those who want or need to sit. The sanc­
tuary is adorned by the icons of saints. An
impressive brass chandelier hangs in the
center of the church. Across the front of the
church is the iconostasis or icon screen that
holds several icons in front of the altar. The
church's web site is loaded with infonnation
about this denomination. The address is
http://www.holycrossonline.org/.

A wheel chair lift and new stairs have re­
placed the long gone carriage way entrance

under the belfry, so that the Old Stone
church continues to provide a viable home
for the faithful in Linthicum. The strong
stone walls have stood for almost one cen­
tury. There is no reason a building of such
substantial construction should not endure
centuries longer.

Sources: Eloise Vaughan provided several arti­
cles, a typed history and a lot of recollections.

Early Photo ca. 1919 is from the Howard S.
Kuehn Collection.

Train Station I Co~op Picture from Jo Anne
Zoller's article in the LinthiC\lIll Library Pamphlet
File.

Sweetser Linthicum's History of Linthicum.
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