usury: the practice of lending money at unreasonably high rates of
interest — Concise Oxford English Dictionary

From the Covenant Code, following the Ten Commandments:

“If you lend money to any of my people with you who is poor, you
shall not be to him as a creditor, and you shall not exact interest
from him. If ever you take your neighbor’s garment in pledge, you
shall restore it to him before the sun goes down; for that is his only
covering, it is his mantle for his body; in what else shall he sleep?
And if he cries to me, I will hear, for I am compassionate.” — Exodus
22:25-27

From the chapter of the Holiness Code concerning the Jubilee:

“And if your brother becomes poor, and cannot maintain himself
with you, you shall maintain him; as a stranger and a sojourner he
shall live with you. Take no interest from him or increase, but fear
your God; that your brother may live beside you. You shall not lend
him your money at interest, nor give him your food for profit.  am
the Lord your God, who brought you forth out of the land of Egypt
to give you the land of Canaan, and to be your God.” — Leviticus

25:35-38

Ezekiel catalogs the sins of the bloody city:

“In you men take bribes to shed blood; you take interest and
increase and make gain of your neighbors by extortion; and you have
forgotten me, says the Lord God.” — Ezekiel 22:12

Aristotle teaches that usury is contrary to the proper use of money:

“The most hated sort [of wealth getting], and with the greatest
reason, is usury, which makes a gain out of money itself, and not
from the natural object of it. For money was intended to be used in
exchange, but not to increase at interest. And this term interest
[tokos], which means the birth of money from money;, is applied to
the breeding of money because the offspring resembles the parent.
Wherefore of all modes of getting wealth this is the most unnatural.”
— Aristotle, Politics

From the Sermon on the Plain:

“And if you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much
again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting
nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be
sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
selfish.” — Luke 6:34-35

From the Parable of the Talents:

“He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying,
‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you did not
sow, and gathering where you did not winnow; so [ was afraid, and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.
But his master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You
knew that I reap where I have not sowed, and gather where I have
not winnowed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming I should have received what was my own
with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has
the ten talents. For to every one who has will more be given, and he
will have abundance; but from him who has not, even what he has
will be taken away.” — Matthew 25:24-29

Christian clergy were forbidden to collect interest, upon threat of
being deposed:

Forasmuch as many enrolled among the Clergy, following
covetousness and lust of gain, have forgotten the divine Scripture,
which says, “He has not given his money upon usury,” (Ps. 15:5) and
in lending money ask the hundredth of the sum [as monthly
interest], the holy and great Synod thinks it just that if after this
decree any one be found to receive usury, whether he accomplish it
by secret transaction or otherwise, as by demanding the whole and
one half, or by using any other contrivance whatever for filthy lucre's
sake, he shall be deposed from the clergy and his name stricken
from the list. — Council of Nicaea, Canon 17



