ANCIENT AND HOLY IN GREECE

June 4 – 16, 2007

COMPLETE ITINERARY

Day 01 – Monday, June 4, 2007 

Depart for Greece (We will leave from NYC, out of the JFK airport. Preliminary reservations were made with Olympic Airlines for their 4:30pm flight).

Day 02 – Tuesday, June 5, 2007  

Arrive in Thessaloniki at 11:55am (local time). Transfer to the hotel. Lunch. Some time to rest. Visit and prayer service at the Basilica of St. Great Martyr Demetrius of Thessalonica, heavenly patron of the city.  

Day 03 – Wednesday, June 6, 2007  

Today we will explore the second largest city of Greece. We will start our day with a tour of the city that will include visits to the historical parts of the city with the remains of the imposing Byzantine fortifications (the White Tower is the most famous among them), numerous Ancient and Medieval Byzantine churches with splendid frescoes in them, the Byzantine Museum and Metropoli or Cathedral of the city, where the relics of St. Gregory Palamas, the great teacher and defender of Orthodoxy, rest. Late in the afternoon we will transfer to the nearby ancient town of Berea.  

Day 04 – Thursday, June 7, 2007  

After breakfast we will explore the area of the capital of one of the mightiest empires of the ancient world – the Macedonian Kingdom. We will explore the archeological park of Vergina, with the decorated tombs of Macedonian royalty, with the tomb of Phillip II, father of Alexander of Macedon among them. Berea is famous for being mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles as one of the places where the Apostle Paul visited during his missionary journeys. The quiet town has some splendid ecclesiastical monuments to offer for your enjoyment. Then we will transfer onto Ioannina for overnight.

Day 05 - Friday, June 8, 2007

One of the largest Greek islands, Kirkira (known by the name Corfu among westerners), is on our itinerary for today. The island is splendid in its natural beauty and very rich in history. It attracts thousands of pilgrims because of the relics of St. Spiridon that are housed in the cathedral of the city. St. Spirdon is considered one of the greatest miracle workers of the ancient church, along with St. Nicholas. Besides St. Spiridon, the island also houses the relics of St. Empress Theodore. Among many beautiful churches of the island, we will try to visit the memorial church where officers and sailors of the Russian Navy who fought the Turks in the 18th century are buried. We will explore the city, the Venetian fortress, and vicinity of the city. We will take the ferry back to Igumenitsa and a bus back to Ioannina for overnight.  

Day 06. - Saturday, June 9, 2007

This morning we will drive through one of the most beautiful areas of Greece on our way to the famous Orthodox monastic enclave of Meteora. Monasteries and convents sit on top of huge rock formations almost as bird nests. There are a number of them in the area and we will visit some of them. This evening we will transfer toward Delphi for overnight.  

Day 07 - Sunday, June 10, 2007

This Lord’s Day we will start with Divine Liturgy at one of the area’s local churches or 

monasteries. Perhaps we even be able to attend Liturgy at the monastery of Hosios Lucas (Blessed Luke). This monument to the True God was built in the10th century on the spot where the righteous man and wonder worker of God Blessed Luke lived. The monastery is a functioning pilgrim center. Besides, it has some of the best Byzantine mosaics in all of Greece. Not too far from the monastery there are ruins of Delphi, an incredibly important ancient Greco-Roman sight, famous for its oracle. There are some interesting ruins left from the city as well as a museum in the midst of them that contains some interesting finds from the archeological digs in Delphi. Later in the evening we will cross into the Peloponnesus peninsula via the new bridge to come to the city of Patras for overnight.  

Day 08 - Monday, June 11, 2007

Our day we will start with a visit to the largest Cathedral in all of Greece, dedicated to St. Andrew the First Called, the Apostle of our Lord. The mighty marble cathedral houses part of the relics of the Apostle (his skull) and part of the “X” shaped cross upon which he was crucified. In the afternoon we will continue on to Olympia – the birthplace of the Olympic Games. Not much remains from the once magnificent site. However, some archeological remains, exhibits and finds in the local museum will help you to imagine the magnitude of the events that were happening here thousands of years ago.    

Day 09 - Tuesday, June 12, 2007

Mystras is a ghost town today, but it was not like that in the days when it was the capital of the Byzantine Empire, the last capital of the once grand empire of the Eastern Christians. Historical reality dealt mercilessly with the glorious city. Franks, Turks, Venetians, and later Greeks themselves fought over the city, leaving it eventually practically desolate.  However, this site still bears much beauty and can offer a lot to any inquisitive traveler. Even till today it remains one of the absolutely unusual “must see” places of Greece. Near Mystras there are humble ruins of the once mighty Greek city-state of Sparta. Little remains from those days, since it was against the Spartans’ way of life to build something too elaborate, grand or exquisite.   

Day 10 - Wednesday, June 13, 2007

Today will be our last day in southern Greece. We will visit two important sites, namely the ruins of Corinth, where Apostle Paul preached, and ruins of Mycenae, the capital city of arguably the oldest civilization of ancient Greece. We hope that due to the proximity of the sites, we will be also able to visit the splendid ruins of Epidaurus, famed for its grand theater, with near perfect acoustics.   

Day 11 - Thursday, June 14, 2007

Athens is on the ‘must see’ list of every traveler. Who does not know how hauntingly majestic the Parthenon looks? We will visit that “Wonder of the World”, and then we will explore ancient sites nearby.  We will walk through Plaka, with multiple churches, markets, and other various curious spots. In the afternoon we will plan to visit the National Museum of Greece, with perhaps the best collection of Greek Antiquities.  

Day 12 - Friday, June 15, 2007

This morning we will depart for an hour ferry ride to the island of Aegina, to venerate the holy relics of one of the most famous saints and miracle workers of the 20th century, St. Nektarios. After the visitation to the monastery we will explore the island further. Besides the monastery for which it is most famous, there are several other interesting sites to offer for your exploration. In the afternoon we will return to the metropolis of Athens for some leisure free time when you’ll be able to shop, to walk around or to visit some other museum in the Greek capital city. Not too far from the city, on the Cape Sounion, there are ruins of the Temple of Poseidon, the favorite sunset spot of Athens, if not in all of Greece. A tour there may be organized in the evening to watch the sunset and to have dinner at one of the local taverns.   

Day 13 - Saturday, June 16, 2007 

After breakfast and check-out from the hotel we will depart for the airport to catch our plane (depart at 11:10am) to get back home, to the US.

* Cruise of the Aegean islands. 

If you would like, we’ll be happy to help you to arrange a tour of the Aegean islands. You have two options: to go for a three day or four day cruise of the Aegean. 

Three days cruises always depart on Friday and include the stop (in the evening) on the island of Mykonos for some leisure shopping, dinner, etc. Half day visit to Patmos – island where St. John the Theologian wrote down the Book of Revelation, with the Grotto of Revelation and a monastery named after him. The second half of the day is usually dedicated to the transfer to the Turkish port of Kusadasi for a visit to the well-preserved ancient city of Ephesus. The third day of the tour is spent on the island of Rhodes, famous for its medieval churches and fortifications. 

Four day cruises depart on Mondays and include everything as the three day tours, but on the fourth day you are also able to visit the Archeological Park of Knossos on Crete, with the famous labyrinth of the Minotaur and island of Santorini, famed for its spectacular beauty.  

Both cruises depart from the Athens port of Pireus at 11:00am and return back to Pireus after the cruise at 7:00am (Fridays and Mondays respectively). 

Please note: if you choose the four day cruise, you will need to reserve a hotel room for two extra nights. Perhaps, you won’t need (unless you want to) a room upon your return, because most of the direct or connecting flights for the US depart after 11:00am.

Please make your decision regarding the cruise as early as possible, so we’ll be able to adjust your flight itinerary accordingly. Prices for the cruises vary due to the class of the cabin aboard.  Also, please indicate if you’d like to have a tour guide on Rhodes or if you would like to spend the day on the island all by yourself.   

Important: the itinerary may be adjusted to satisfy the interests of the group to the best extent possible; i.e. services, rest, additional time spent in the most important places of worship and prayer.   

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE TOUR:

Financial arrangements:


The current cost of the trip is about $2800 per person, based on double occupancy. The additional fee for single accommodations is about $350. The price might change due to the constantly changing air fare prices and taxes and fluctuating exchange rate of the dollar. Our hope is that the price of the tour will remain essentially the same. In any case you'll be informed right away of any possible financial changes or adjustments.

Price includes:

Round trip economy class air travel from New York to Thessaloniki, Greece and from Athens,   

     Greece to New York (direct or via Paris, Milan/Rome or Vienna)

Accommodation in good Tourist-Class Hotels (good 3***) with breakfasts daily

Some extra meals

Deluxe air-conditioned motorcoach for the transfers all along the tour, according to the 

      program

Road and local taxes for the tourist bus

Tours as per the above itinerary 

Entrance tickets to the museums and churches as per the above itinerary. 

 Price does NOT include:

Meals other than specified

Beverages during meals

Entrance fees other than specified

Porterage, gratuities and extras 

Anything not specifically mentioned in “Price includes”

Sign up and Payment:

We would request $300.00 deposit at the time of signing up for the trip. Deposit is non-refundable. The deadline for signing up for the trip is February 1, 2007. The entire amount is requested no later than 100 days prior to the departure (February 21, 2007).

All payments should be made by check to the "Palomnik, LLC". Any returned checks are subject to $20 fee.

Special requests:

You can make flight arrangements on your own, if you would be able to find a better deal with another airline. However, in that case it will be your responsibility to arrange transportation to the hotel and back to the airport at the port of entry/departure.

All special requests, concerns and suggestions must be submitted in writing to Fr. Ilya Gotlinsky no later than the date of the final payment (February 21, 2007).  

Cancellation: 

In the unlikely event of cancellation, the charges, in addition to the full amount of the deposit are*:

•
No penalties, except air ticket (if issued) over 91 days to departure  

•
50% of the tour cost, 90 to 31 days prior to the departure

•
100% of the tour cost 30 days prior to the departure

*Air travel cancellation policies are in force in accordance with the regulations of the particular airline once the tickets are issued.


All the cancellations must be in writing and sent directly to agent/coordinator - Fr. llya Gotlinsky, and must be received for reimbursement by the dates shown in the cancellation schedule.

Rules on the road:

•
It is strongly suggested for a traveler to obtain insurance covering medical needs and coverage regarding personal property;

•
be aware that all medical needs will be sole responsibility of the traveler;
 

•
act in a manner consistent with the surrounding environment;

•
make arrangement to have sufficient funds to cover personal needs and unexpected happenings.

The places that we will be visiting may not have the same amenities that one is 

accustomed to. Medical facilities in most areas are limited. Because of the difference in language and customs, it is expected that the traveler will follow the directions of the Tour Director at all times. 

The Director reserves the right to restrict a person’s participation in the group’s activities, including exclusion from the group, when, in the opinion of the Director, such action is appropriate. 

Please note: 
The Director of the trip (Fr. Ilya Gotlinsky) does not hold any legal 

responsibilities concerning any of the arrangements. He plays only the role of an agent/coordinator.

Passport and Visa:

A valid passport is needed to travel to Greece. The passport must be issued at least three months prior to the departure and must be valid until your return.  US citizens do not need a visa to travel to Greece or Turkey (for those who would like to go on the cruise). However, if you are not a US citizen, please contact the Greek Embassy or Consulate General to see if you do need a visa to travel to Greece.  

Security:

Greece is known as one of the world’s prime tourist destinations and considered to be a tourist friendly and safe country. However, petty street crime such as pick pocketing is quite widely spread, especially in large cities and in “tourist traps”. Don't keep all of your cash in one place, and carry important documents (like your passport) with you in a hidden pocket or secure bag. You don't want to be in a foreign land without money or travel documents. Expensive jewelry and fancy clothes are best left at home.

Medication: 

Greece has a good health system and drugs are widely available at many pharmacies. However, we still would recommend that you bring whatever medications you think you may need, and especially prescription drugs. No special vaccinations are needed when traveling to that part of Europe, but please remember that due to the climate and time change, hectic itinerary and lots of walking, your body will need extra care.  It is very easy to become dehydrated on a trip like this. Make sure to drink lots of liquids (pure water is the best choice). Early June already can become quite hot. So, please be prepared adequately and don’t take your chances with heat and sun. In most places in Greece it is safe to drink tap water, but we always recommend to check with the clerk or some local personnel before hand.  

Church and services:

We are going to visit a lot of churches, cathedrals and monasteries. While the dress code is generally loose, I want to encourage all to show moderation and respect. People in shorts and open shouldered outfits most likely will not be allowed in most monasteries and churches. Monastics and clergy will treat tourists and pilgrims very differently. While I understand your desire to wear shorts and something cool in a hot climate, I encourage you not to spoil the visit for the rest of the group. Skirts and head coverings are the appropriate dress code for women at some of the places we will visit. Several services will be scheduled during our pilgrimage. However, at this time I’m not giving you an exact time or place since all that is very flexible and can change many times. The very pattern of our days may be changed to fit the services in.    Services are open to all who want to attend, but are not mandatory. Those Orthodox travelers who would like to receive Holy Communion during the Divine Liturgy must come for Confession on that day, prior to receiving Holy Communion, unless will be noted otherwise by the local church officials. 

Currency: 

Many stores in Greece accept credit cards (mostly Visa or MasterCard, no Discover or American Express). However, if you plan to shop at the markets or at the souvenir stands, you will need cash. The easiest way to obtain cash is to use the ATM machine. For ATMs use your debit card because you won’t be charged any interest on cash withdrawals. On your credit card purchase or with your debit card cash withdrawal, you get the best exchange rate, that of the day. 

It is a good idea to let your bank or credit company (the one whose card you will be using) know that you are traveling overseas. Without such a notice some companies may “freeze” your account in an attempt to prevent foreign card fraud. Whenever you shop, especially at the markets and kiosks, try to bargain. The fact that you are a foreigner, and most likely from the US will be quite easily noted by locals and vendors may attempt to overcharge you. So, shop smart!

Be sure to bring:

An alarm clock; alcohol-based hand sanitizer or wet wipes; Kleenex; film and extra batteries for your camera or memory cards (at the tourist places they are widely available but significantly more expensive); comfortable shoes for a lot of walking (do not start the trip with new shoes). An electric outlet adapter is necessary if you plan to use any electric gadgets from the US.  A hat or a head cover, sun protection lotion and a bottle of water (can be purchased along the way) are absolutely “must have” things on this trip.

